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As Thomas Case contends, “It is a blessed thing when correction and

instruction go together. The rod and the Word make up a complete

blessing.” Case compiles twenty lessons God teaches His children

in the school of a0iction, describes the nature of these covenantal

teachings, explains why a0iction is well suited as an instructor, and

demonstrates why all such troubles are blessings. He concludes the

book with informative and encouraging applications for when we

encounter su3ering in this world.

“We are perfect in no lesson so much as those unto which God whips us....

Good sir, be persuaded to publish these discourses. The subject is useful

and your manner of handling it warm and a3ectionate. Do not deprive

the world of the comfort of your experiences.... I can easily foresee much

success and that you will not repent of the publication.”

—Thomas Manton (1620-1677), clerk to the Westminster Assembly

THOMAS CASE (1598-1682) was an in@uential Presbyterian minister in London

and member of the Westminster Assembly.
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CORRECTION, INSTRUCTION;

or

A TREATISE OF AFFLICTIONS
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AFTERWARD
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AND COMFORT OF HUMBLE

SUFFERING CHRISTIANS.
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SOMETIME STUDENT OF CHRIST CHURCH,
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A.D. 1652

Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him, Job 13:15





TO

MY REVEREND FRIEND,

MR. THOMAS CASE,

MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, &c.

Sir,

I THANK you for the favour you did me in

a3ording me a sight of your papers; I had heard

much of your notions concerning a0ictions, and

therefore was very thirsty till you were pleased to

give me to drink of the fountain: I can now say

as that queen, “The half was not told me,”

1 Kings x. 7. fame came much short of taste: we

are perfect in no lessons so much ag those into

which God whippeth us; and cannot speak of any

argument so warmly and feelingly, as when we

speak out of present experience. To treat of a0ic-

tions when we ourselves @ourish and abound in

ease and plenty, savoureth more of the orator than

the preacher, the brain than the heart: certainly

guess and imagination cannot so well introduce

such conceptions as sense and feeling.

It seemeth when you went into prison the Spirit

of God went into prison with you; and when you

were shut up to others, you still lay open to the

visits and free breathings of his grace: the restraints

and enclosures of a prison cannot prejudice the

freedom of his operations. He is a close prisoner

indeed that is shut up not only from the society of

men, but converse with the Holy Ghost. I begin

to see there is somewhat more than a strain and

reach of wit in Tertullian’s consolatory discourse to

aA 2
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EXTRACT

FROM THE

EPISTLE TO THE READER.

PUBLISHED WITH THE SECOND EDITION.

A. D. 1671.

ReavER,—This brief discourse before thee is an

epistle in itself, not mine but God’s, containing matter

of counsel and comfort, to the generation of his

su3erers. It was written not many years ago, and

yet it wanteth a new impression, the chief account

whereof may be that which the apostle giveth in a

like case, “ You have forgotten the exhortation

which speaketh unto you as unto children,” &c.

Heb. xii. 5. Truly there is the reason of all our

non-proLciency under Divine teaching. We forget

the doctrine before we come to the use: by means

whereof, we are as great strangers to the cross,

when we come to su3er, as if we had never heard

of it; and thereby it cometh to pass that we do

either despise the chastisement of the Lord, or

A 3
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TO THE READER.

Reaper, thou hast here in these following leaves

some prison-thoughts—I wish I could say expe-

riences. If I have not written herein what I have

found, I bless God, I have written what I have

sought. I must humbly confess with holy Paul,

“I count not myself to have apprehended ;” yet

through grace I can add with that blessed saint,

‘but this one thing I do, forgetting those things

which are behind, and reaching forth unto those

things which are before, I press towards the mark,”

Phil. iii. 13,14. God hath taught me somewhat of

the doctrine, if he would please to teach me the use;

God hath in some measure showed me what is to

be gained by a0ictions, if he would also teach me

how to gain it, I should with Moses, account my

su3erings ‘‘ greater riches than the treasures of

Egypt,” Heb. xi. 26. The discovery is sweet; if

my heart deceive me not, I would not exchange it

for the wealth of both the Indies; the possession

inLnitely precious. For thy advantage I have
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CORRECTION, INSTRUCTION.

THE ROD AND THE WORD.

PSALM xcIv. 12.

BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOM THOU CHASTENEST, O LORB,

AND TEACHEST HIM OUT OF THY LAW.

Tuts psalm being without a title, it is not so easily

determined when, or by whom it was penned:

probably by David, when himself, and the rest of

the godly party, were under a sore and bitter per-
secution by Saul, and others of that bloody and

hypocritical faction that bare sway under him.

Brie@y, in the psalm the prophet doth these

three things.

First. He doth appeal to God for vengeance on

the persecutors ; describing them by their pride,

ver. 2. profaneness, ver. 3, 4. their intemperate viru-

lency of speech, ver. 4. cruelty and bloody practices,

ver. 5, 6. and, lastly, by their atheistical security,

ver. 7.

Second. He turns to address the enemies, endea-

vouring to convince them of the brutishness and

folly of their atheism, the mother and nurse of the

other impieties charged on them, ver. 8, and that by

a threefold argument.

1. The power and skill of God in creating the

hearing and seeing organ in man, ver. 9,

B
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